Illinois Fee Subsidy Eligibility Criteria

Candidates must—
· Hold a current Illinois initial or standard-level teaching certificate or a Type 73 School Personnel –School counselor certificate.
· Teach in an Illinois public school.
· Be a U.S. citizen or have filed the appropriate paperwork.
· Pay the non-refundable $65 application processing charge when applying to NBPTS online.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Complete the online application for the Illinois Candidate Fee Subsidy completely and accurately by May 15, 2012.
· Agree to teach in an Illinois public school for 2 years following certification.
· Agree to pay the non-refundable $500 initial fee to NBPTS no later than May 30, 2012.  If the fee is not paid by May 30, 2012, the candidate will not receive the Illinois Candidate Fee Subsidy.


Criteria for Priority
In the event there are more candidates than Illinois Candidate Fee Subsidy funds, priority will be given to candidates on a first come, first serve basis who teach in schools with one of the following designations—
· Academic Early Warning Status
· Academic Watch Status
· Poverty (50% or more students on free or reduced-priced lunch)

Information on the applications will be verified and eligible candidates with one of the three criteria for priority will be approved until all funds are expended. It is expected that the names of approved candidates will be posted daily beginning on Monday, February 20, 2012.  If there is still available funding at the close of the window at 4:30 p.m. on May 15, 2012, candidates who do not meet any of the priority criteria will be approved on a first come, first serve basis. 


